This book-an edited volume-presents findings from a range of linked research studies investigating couples transitions to parenthood in a variety of European settings (including Sweden, Germany, Holland, Switzerland, Italy, Spain, Poland, and the Czech Republic).
While the subject area is undoubtedly dense and intensely factual, the book manages to remain accessible and well organised, allowing it to be to read cover to cover whilst simultaneously functioning as an excellent reference book.
The layout of the book is straightforward and sensible. An introductory chapter sets the parameters by discussing the dominant trends and their accompanying discourses in the general area of welfare governance in the UK. Chapter two focuses on the role of devolution in the administration of welfare services across the UK.
From here, the authors move on to examine the structure and function of various government departments. They usefully distinguish between a range of departments such as ministerial, non-ministerial, and executive agencies.
Considerable detail of the major policy reforms that have shaped and influenced the structure and function of the current central administration is also given here. Chapters four and five focus on the role and structure of local government as a traditional deliverer of welfare services and examines changes here, such as the move away from direct service provision in favour of commissioning and partnership. Chapter six examines the role of quasi autonomous non-governmental organisations or "quangos." It identifies different types and considers the growth of quangos as a method of governance as well as the more recent push to reduce their number. Chapter seven explores the role of partnerships and describes the reasons for the proliferation of partnerships as a method of governance in the areas health and social care, particularly at local authority level. Closely related to this, chapter eight examines the role of outsourcing and privatisation in the governance and delivery of welfare services, focusing particularly on recent developments. Chapter nine moves on to explore the user and public participation BOOK REVIEWS
